
 

 

 

Dacorum Borough Council, The Forum, Marlowes, Hemel Hempstead HP1 1DN 
 01442 228000       licensing@dacorum.gov.uk      www.dacorum.gov.uk/licensing 

 
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982, Part VIII 
 

Certificate of Registration of 
Skin Piercing Premises 
 

Date registered: 14 March 2022 Reference number: M053948 

 
Dacorum Borough Council has registered: 
 
Mr Matthew Bassil 
 
to: 
 

 carry on the business of tattooing 
 
at the following premises: 
 
Black Pig Tattoo 
173a High Street 
Berkhamsted 
Hertfordshire 
HP4 3HB 
 
subject to compliance with the byelaws made by the Council in respect of these activities. 
 
Additional operatives may be separately registered to carry on the above-mentioned 
activities at these premises. 
 

Signed: 

 

 

Important note: 
Registration is a legal requirement, 
which does not imply endorsement 

of the premises by the Council. 
 

Please see the notes overleaf for 
further information. 

  
 On behalf of: Mark Brookes 

Assistant Director 
(Corporate and Contracted Services) 

 



 

 

Issued by: 
 

Licensing 
Dacorum Borough Council 
The Forum 
Marlowes  Telephone: 01442 228000 
Hemel Hempstead Email: licensing@dacorum.gov.uk 
HP1 1DN Website: www.dacorum.gov.uk/licensing 

Notes: 
The following notes summarise the applicable legal requirements under the Act and Byelaws which 
govern the conduct of skin piercing businesses and operatives. 
 
1. Dacorum Borough Council has adopted all provisions of Part VIII of the Local Government 

(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982, and as such persons may only carry on the practice of 
acupuncture (excluding by medical practitioners or dentists), or the business of tattooing, ear-
piercing or electrolysis (excluding by medical practitioners) if they have been registered by the 
Council, at premises which are also registered. 
 

2. Copies of the byelaws adopted by the Council are issued with premises registration certificates, and 
can also be viewed on our website, at www.dacorum.gov.uk/licensing 
 

3. Registration is a legal requirement, but does not provide any endorsement by the Council of the skill 
or competency of the premises’ operatives. Prospective customers may wish to seek references or 
view a portfolio of operatives’ previous work before committing to a skin piercing procedure. 
 

4. Procedures involving piercing of the skin carry a number of medical risks, including damage or 
scarring to the body, transmission of infectious disease, or bacterial infection of the piercing, which 
operatives must be aware of and take all appropriate measures to prevent. In particular: 

 

 treatment areas should be kept clean and disinfected regularly; 

 surfaces should be covered with disposable coverings where applicable which are changed 
after every procedure (or uncovered surfaces wiped between procedures with a disinfectant), 

 needles should be of a sterile, disposable type used a single time only and then destroyed; 

 where disposable equipment is not appropriate, all equipment must be properly sterilised prior 
to use; 

 equipment and materials should be purchased from reputable suppliers and be appropriate for 
the procedures to be carried out, and stored in sterile and stable conditions; 

 operatives should not use any equipment with which they are not adequately trained or skilled; 

 notes on any applicable medical conditions or treatments should be taken prior to the start of a 
procedure, and examined for any chance of an adverse reaction to the proposed procedure; 

 appropriate advice should be issued to customers on after-treatment care and recovery; 

 full liability insurance for the activities carried out must be held. 
 

5. The certificate authorises the named proprietor to carry out activities at the registered premises, 
and from time to time and on a specific request, visit customers at other locations (ensuring that 
they use similar equipment and have taken similar hygiene measures and precautions). 
 

6. Any further operatives carrying on piercing activities at the premises must be registered separately. 
 

7. Where activities carry an age restriction, the proprietor must take all reasonable steps to ensure 
that customers are of the legal age for the activity. If any doubt exists, the proprietor will usually 
need to check an official form of identification (e.g. passport, driving licence, PASS photocard). It 
will not be sufficient simply to ask a young-looking customer for their age. In particular: 

 

 It is an offence to tattoo any person under the age of 18 years. 

 There are no age restrictions for ear-piercing, although parental consent should be obtained 
before piercing any child (under-16), and operatives should exercise their judgement if asked to 
pierce a very young child. Piercing of a child’s genitals (or nipples of a female child) is unlawful, 
and may result in the operative facing proceedings for indecent assault. 

 
8. Certificates of registration are non-transferrable. 

http://www.dacorum.gov.uk/licensing

